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General Editor: Jan Melissen

Director of the Clingendael Diplomatic Studies Programme, Netherlands Institute of International
Relations ‘Clingendael’

Professor of Diplomacy at Antwerp University

Founding Co-Editor of The Hague Journal of Diplomacy

Diplomatic Studies is a peer reviewed book series that encourages original work on diplomacy and

its role in international relations. The broad scope of the series reflects the inter-disciplinary and
inclusive nature of diplomatic studies, and it is therefore open to contributors from a variety of
academic disciplines and backgrounds. Authors will include academics, researchers from think tanks,
and people with professional experience in diplomacy.

The series’ focus is wide-ranging and it publishes high-quality research on the theory, practice, and
techniques of diplomacy. It aims to advance the understanding of the importance of diplomacy to
international relations, and engage in debates on diplomatic innovation. The series will deal with
bilateral and multilateral diplomacy, but also with a variety of other forms of diplomatic practice,
such as public diplomacy, track-two diplomacy, and sub-state diplomacy. It also welcomes studies on
age-old functions of the institution of diplomacy, including international negotiation and mediation,
as well as less traditional ones that are emerging in the current international environment.

Diplomatic Studies will be accessible to a broad readership of academics, diplomats and other
practitioners of diplomacy, as well as university students.
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This book illuminates two familiar phenomena - diplomacy and the

Commonwealth - from a new and unfamiliar angle: the atypical way in

which the Commonwealth’s members came to, and continue to, engage

in official relations with each other. This innovative and wide-ranging

study is based on archival material from four states, interviews and

correspondence with diplomats, and a wide range of secondary sources.
It shows how members of an empire found it necessary to engage in
diplomacy and, in so doing, created a singular, and often remarkably intimate, diplomatic system.
The result is a fascinating, multidisciplinary exploration of the evolving Commonwealth and the
way in which its 53 members and Ireland conduct diplomacy with one another, and in so doing have
contributed a distinctive terminology to the diplomatic lexicon.

Lorna Lloyd

Lorna Lloyd was educated at the London School of Economics and teaches International Relations
at Keele University. She has written Peace through Law. Britain and the International Court in the

1920s (The Boydell Press for the Royal Historical Society, 1997), and is a co-author of International
Organisation in World Politics (Palgrave Macmillan, 3rd edition, 2004).
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